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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

 A blessed greeting to you all. Our prayer is that you are all in good health, safe from 

danger and free from illnesses.  

 

The patron of our Diocese of Balanga is St. Joseph, the husband  of Mary. As our dear 

patron,  he is the role model that we look up to, whose example we want to emulate. He 

is our guide, whose works we seek to follow and apply into our lives and in our 

dealings with others.  

 

All of this is fitting not because we deserve to be recognized as his devotees who honor 

him,  but more so because we ourselves have become St. Joseph in our lives, in others, 

and in our province of Bataan.  

 

It is good to ponder this coming election if  St. Joseph was to vote, what would be his 

voting criteria? If  St. Joseph was  to campaign, what would he say as a reminder to us?  

 

Here is a good story. A young man had a dream. In his dream, he died. He was at the 

gates of heaven, in front of St. Peter. St. Peter asked him, "Can you give a reason for me to 

allow you to enter heaven?" The young man paused to think.  

 

The young man then held out his hands and said, “Saint Peter, look at my hands. My 

hands are clean and because of this, I can enter heaven. ” St. Peter looked at the young man's 

hands. 

 

After seeing the young man's clean hands, St. Peter replied , “yes your hands are clean but 

your hands are also empty. Those clean hands have done nothing.”  

 

 



 
 

 

From our story, this is probably what St. Joseph will tell us. Choose someone who is 

doing and will do something, not mere words. Someone who will spring into action if 

and when needed, and not fall for unfulfilled promises. Let us not be enticed by flattery, 

or be deceived by misleading words. What are we supposed to do? According to St. 

Joseph’s life examples, these are the things to do. These are probably what St. Joseph 

will campaign for. What are these?  

 

 

Work towards obedience to God's will and commands 

Work towards the well -being and safety of the family  

Work towards honest and dignified labor 

 

 

First. All the work of St. Joseph was according to what God desired. His actions were 

based on God’s will. He kept the law of God. St. Joseph was a quiet man but it was his 

actions that spoke for itself. No objections. He undoubtedly obeyed the command of 

God when He told him, "do not be afraid to receive Mary" (Matthew 1:20). No conditions. 

Without asking for favors, he fulfilled God's desire to "take the young child and his mother 

and flee to Egypt" (Matthew 2:13). St. Joseph put God first, not himself. Not human 

nature nor habits. And most certainly not the will of the majority.  

 

We must choose someone who will accomplish something for us. Someone who will 

work with us and for us. Someone who will always do God's will first, keeping the law 

of God above all. Not his personal interests nor favors for his relatives. Not to indulge 

with or reward his political party mates.  

 

These are, my brothers and sisters, what St. Joseph did in his lifetime. This is also what 

we want to convey,  that a leader is willing to work for us. A true leader will serve 

because there is God, for God, and according to God. His decisions, judgement, and 

actions are based on what pleases God. An exemplary leader does not see himself as 

Lord nor will he subject others to perceive him as their Lord.  



 
 

 

To follow what St. Joseph did is to devotedly obey the Lord God, follow His Ten 

Commandments, and do His will. 

 

 

Second. Work leads to the formation of the family and for the safety of each other. St. 

Joseph's first thought was Mary's welfare. He was concerned about Mary's condition 

and safety.  

St. Joseph never thought ill of or doubted Mary's sincerity and chastity. When he heard 

and realized that all this was "the work of the Holy Spirit so she conceived" (Matthew 1,20) 

he understood everything, accepted Mary, and devoted his whole life to “the baby and 

his mother.”(Matthew 2:13).  

 

Like St. Joseph’s example, he will surely remind us to choose someone who will work 

for the good and safety of the family. Someone who will recognize the sanctity of 

marriage and will accept that marriage is between  a man and a woman until their last 

breath. Someone who will stand that marriage is until death do them part.  

 

Just like what St. Joseph did to save and protect the baby Jesus against the threatening 

death from the cruel decree of King Herod (Matthew 2,13),  he will advise us to choose 

someone who will advocate for protection and respect for human life. Someone who 

will be the voice for the voiceless. Life from the womb must be preserved and nurtured 

towards a peaceful and prosperous life.  

 

Hence, to do as St. Joseph did means fidelity to one's spouse and caring for the children. 

 

 

Third. We can say what St.Joseph did as a carpenter was genuine, true, and right. If we 

think deeper, everything St. Joseph did as a worker was certainly beautiful, good, and 

something to be proud of. As a carpenter, his works were definitely polished, precise, 

and done promptly within the deadlines. St. Joseph is therefore honest and trustworthy, 

in labor and chores.  



 
 

 

Surely,  St. Joseph will advise us to get rid of those who cheat in labor, those who use 

dirty tools and tactics,  and those who abuse the jobs of ordinary people. St. Joseph, 

who acknowledges God,  certainly does not use in his carpentry low -grade materials, 

does not prioritize profit over those who hire his services, and is faithful to the agreed 

upon cost, equipment,  and timeline of completion. This is also what St. Joseph will 

campaign for those who promise to work for us,  that they must be honest and not cheat 

or steal. Never enrich themselves through their positions and influence..  

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, St. Joseph did something. What he did has 

significance. He was indeed a man of no spoken words but he was a man of action. 

What he did in life was lasting and rewarding. Not wasted. Not instantaneous. Not for 

making money. Let us choose a leader who, like St. Joseph, has a servant heart, who is 

submissive to God. Let us choose someone who will work for our good, for the 

improvement of our welfare, and for the fulfillment of God's law.  

 

Finally, before we vote, let us be silent for a moment, meditate,  and pray under the 

guidance of our dear patron Saint Joseph. Let us now pray: 

 

 

O Lord Jesus, our good Shepherd and benevolent Sower, 

  as we go out to vote, walk with us to safety and to a moral decision. 

  

We should not be intimidated by show of force, nor 

  carried away by instant promises of jobs and false securities. 

We should not be moved by sense of gratitude or by padrino system, nor 

  be bought by money or by promotions and assurances of government positions.   

 

O Lord Jesus, as we go out to vote, come with us and remind us that: 

  our vote is our right, it is our moral choice, 

  our vote must be based on the dictate of our conscience, and 

  will decide our future. 



 
 

 

  

O Lord Jesus, as we go out to vote, please grant us the grace and wisdom 

 to cast out our vote for the glory of God, 

 for the good of our province [Bataan] and of our country, 

 for the welfare and wellbeing of our community, and of everybody, 

 and especially for our own personal sanctification. 

  

We humbly pray, o Lord Jesus, 

  for a clean, safe and honest election. 

We humbly implore you, o Lord Jesus, our good Shepherd and benevolent Sower, 

  for a peaceful and responsible election. 

Amen.      

 

 

 

I am very grateful to all of you for listening, responding and cooperating. Please receive 

my blessing in the name of the +Father, and of the +Son, and of the +Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

+ Ruperto Cruz Santos, DD, STL 
Bishop of Balanga and member of the CBCP Permanent Council 

 

27 January 2022 

Memorial of  Saint Angela Merici, Virgin 


